











Respite for the
Roamin’ Catholic

STORY BY KARA HANSEN

cannot remember the

first time my dad took

my brother and me

to our parish church

by ourselves. The vis-
its with just the three of us
— four, counting the Blessed
Sacrament — were so much
a part of my childhood they
rank right up there with family
vacations, softball games, and
summer bike rides in terms of
memories.

What I do remember is the way the
church looked when we would stop by
on a summer evening: dimly lit through
green, stained-glass windows, holy and
sacred with just one candle glowing near
the tabernacle, quiet and hushed with
empty pews and kneelers all put away.

We never stayed all that long, but the
stops at church were built into the fab-
ric of our everyday life. Sometimes we
would stop by after returning from gro-
cery shopping. Other times it was on a
return trip home from visiting my grand-
parents. At times, we would pop in for
just a few moments; on other occasions,
we were there for the better part of an
hour.

As a child, it was a completely differ-
ent experience going there with just my
dad and brother from going to our parish
for Mass, where it was crowded, brightly
lit, and we were expected to stay relative-
ly still and quiet.

In the evenings, we were free to talk
and roam.

When it was just the three of us on
a quiet evening, the same building felt
worlds apart from the brightness and
exuberance of a crowded liturgy.

While my dad knelt in prayer, my
brother and I explored the sacristy to see
what was kept there. I am not sure what
exciting things we expected to find, but it
was pretty standard fare — servers’ albs
and priestly garments, a full-length mir-
ror, storage.

We got up close and personal with the
ambo, where one of us would pretend to
proclaim the Gospel to the other.

We checked out what it was like to sit
in all areas of the church, since our fam-
ily — like most — tended to gravitate
toward the same vicinity each week at
Mass.

On more than one occasion, one or
both of us pretended to be a priest, wel-
coming our non-existent pastoral flock
from the presider’s chair with “The Lord
be with you” and even processing in from
the back of the church a time or two.

We rambled up in the choir loft, ad-
miring the organ and trying to goad one
another into summoning the courage to
ring the massive church bell. We lit can-
dles and dipped our fingers repeatedly
into the holy water.

We peeked into the confessional and
discovered it did not look nearly so omi-
nous without a shadowy priest behind the
screen, Wizard of Oz-style. And testing
the limits of borrowing, I once took a mu-
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IN SOLITUDE

The quiet solitude of an empty church is one of
the many fond childhood memories of Leaven re-
porter Kara Hansen. As her father often stopped
to pray in the evenings, Kara and her brother
would explore every corner of the church. The
experience had a profound effect on her as a
teenager and now as a mother.

sic hymnal from a pew home with me so I
could test out some familiar songs during
my fledgling piano practice sessions.

I suppose there are some who would
say the way we explored the church, as if
it were a zoo, was nothing short of sacri-
legious. And while in my current role as
a mother, I might be tempted to redirect
or discipline my kids into having more
respect for the sacredness of a church
space, I think my dad got it mostly right.

u see, over the years I adopted

his habit of stopping at church

— sporadically — by myself.

First it was on longer bicycle

rides across our small town, feeling very

grown up as I had someplace I could go,

a destination to visit. I prayed briefly

for sick grandparents, for friends, and

for Ethiopia (a frequent recipient of my

prayers in the ’80s, spurred on by the
1984 famine).

The driving freedom that came during
my teenage years brought with it oppor-
tunities to stop by church randomly and
at late hours. Making a brief visit after a
sports game or on the way home from a
friend’s house became a respite of sorts.

Sitting quietly in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament was the ultimate
teenage antidote: In those moments
when I felt no one else in the world could
possibly understand what I was going
through, I was with Someone who did.

It was even a thread of community
for me at a time when I wasn’t sure if
the Catholic Church was a community

I wanted to be a part of. I left notes for
the parish secretary asking for my best
friend, who had recently been diagnosed
with cancer as a teen, to be included in
the bulletin’s prayer list.

During summers home from college, I
grappled with discernment in the first couple
of pews at my childhood church more than
once. Leaving in the darkness, I always felt
refreshed as I inhaled the first breath of night
air, peering up into the sky and stars above.

What I took away from those child-
hood church visits was the feeling that
church was a place of refuge, of peace,
home. It was sacred, to be sure, but not
to be held with kid gloves only for special
occasions, like a set of fine china brought
out only a couple times a year.

Instead, it was more like the broken-in
house of an old friend — a place to go for
support, comfort, and direction.

Unsure if this was a brilliant parent-
ing scheme on my dad’s part that I had
participated in without knowing it, I re-
cently asked him if he remembered tak-
ing my brother and I with him to church
when he prayed.

“Not really,” he said. He knew he had
stopped by church to pray often but did
not necessarily remember bringing us
with him much.

nd that was my answer. Dad let
us be a part of his prayer life on
our own terms, and it unfolded
in the simplest of everyday ac-
tivities, without any bluster or fanfare.

Like most things relating to faith, he
led by his actions more than words, and
gave us opportunities to meet God, rath-
er than forcing us to do so.

I thought of him the other night when
I stopped by our parish’s adoration cha-
pel. My three-year-old was with me, so
while I knelt and said a brief prayer, she
looked around and absorbed what she
saw in the chapel.

I looked up a few seconds later to see
she had removed a rosary from one of
the kneelers and was now wearing it as a
necklace, smiling proudly.

I smiled, too.



10 ‘ "ATIO" ‘ THE LEAVEN - JULY 30, 2010

Half of kids poor at birth spend
formative years in poverty

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A study released
by the Urban Institute shows that 49
percent of children who are poor at birth
go on to spend at least half of their child-
hoods living in poverty, but Lisa Sheehan
of St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity Home in
Hyattsville, Md., said that helping young,
single mothers can help turn that around.
The institute in Washington is a nonparti-
san economic and social policy research
organization. The study, “Childhood
Poverty Persistence: Facts and Conse-
quences,” shows that targeting poverty at
birth could help the 37 percent of youths
who live in poverty at some point during
their childhoods. Demographically, 31
percent of white children and 69 percent
of black children who are poor at hirth go
on to spend at least half of their child-
hoods living in poverty, according to the
study. It shows that all children born into
poverty are more likely to remain poor as
adults because of their unstable financial
background. Sheehan is director of devel-
opment at St. Ann’s in suburban Washing-
ton, which provides residential care and
services to abused and neglected children
and to single pregnant and parenting
adolescents in crisis, as well as quality
day care to the children of working fami-
lies. It also administers a program called
Faith House, which Sheehan said provides
“quality child care and housing, two big
hurdles for young single moms who are
working and going to school.”

Radio host prepares MP3 players
for troops, wounded soldiers

WASHINGTON (CNS) — It has been a
year in the making, but the first 1,000
MP3 players prepared by the host of a
Catholic radio program are making their
way to Catholic troops and wounded
soldiers. They’re not just any MP3 play-
ers, though. They’re “filled with Catholic
content,” according to Cheri Lomonte,
host of the Gabriel Award-winning radio
program “Mary’s Touch” and the force
behind a project she calls “Frontline
Faith.” The intent of the distribution
program is to provide Catholic inspi-
rational messages and recordings to
tide Catholic soldiers over between the
infrequent visits of a Catholic chaplain to
battle zones in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
MP3 for use by troops are “packed with
Catholic things,” Lomonte said — seven
hours’ worth. “They could listen to a
Mass, they could listen to a rosary.” The
project’s Web site is www.frontlinefaith
project.com.
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Common
oround seen
on solutions to
Immigration

LOS ANGELES (CNS) — The heated
national debate over Arizona’s tough
new immigration law has drawn much-
needed attention to calls for immigra-
tion reform, but it also has obscured
the fact that there is “actual common
ground” among Americans on “key ele-
ments” of reform, according to Cardinal
Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles.

The cardinal listed five elements that
he said when presented to Americans elic-
ited more agreement than he expected.

He said those elements are: the respon-
sibilities of countries of origins of immi-
grants; a need for more secure borders; a
balance between the need for workers and
the supply of workers; agriculture jobs;
and the Development, Relief and Educa-
tion for Alien Minors Act, or the DREAM
Act. The proposed measure would allow
children of undocumented immigrants
brought to the United States at an early
age to become legal residents and qualify
for in-state tuition.

Cardinal Mahony said the one area
that “creates sharp divisions among us”
is a discussion of the path those cur-
rently in this country illegally can take
toward legal residency, he said.

Some Americans see any method to
help people legalize their status as am-
nesty, commonly defined, he noted, as
“a general pardon,” or “a forgetting or
overlooking of any past offense.”

Butimmigrant advocates are not pro-
posing a “general pardon, forgetting or
overlooking of the past without penalty
or stringent obligations,” he explained.
“Immigrants here without permission
would be required to pay for their trans-
gression and ‘get right’ with the law,
then earn their way toward eventual
citizenship. This is not amnesty.”

To address the status of the 12 million
undocumented immigrants currently in
the country, he noted, any reform measure
must require them to register with the fed-
eral government, to pay fines and all taxes,
and to learn conversational English.

“There is no excuse,” he said, “for inac-
tion on what is perhaps the country’s most
pressing social problem.”
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PEOPLE JOIN PROCESSION IN TEXAS — Several hundred people join a July 14 procession to La Placita
de Leones at the foot of the Santa Fe International Bridge in El Paso, Texas, where an open-air Mass
was celebrated to pray for an end to border violence.

Two U.S. bishops say Mass to
pray for end to border violence

By Andy Sparke
Catholic News Service

ELPASO, Texas (CNS) — Bishop Arman-
do X. Ochoa of El Paso and Bishop Ricardo
Ramirez of Las Cruces, N.M., celebrated
Mass July 14 near the foot of a bridge that
crosses the Rio Grande to pray for an end to
violence on the U.S.-Mexico border.

The Mass followed a procession by
more than 300 El Pasoans — led by a
group of American Indian dancers — from
Sacred Heart Church to Placita de Leones,
which is near a highly trafficked bridge
that crosses into Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.

The procession and Mass were orga-
nized by Annunciation House — an El
Paso refuge for migrants from Mexico and
Latin America — after 14-year-old Sergio
Hernandez Huereca was killed in a con-
frontation between human traffickers and
the U.S. Border Patrol near the railroad
bridge linking El Paso and Ciudad Juarez.

U.S. officials said Hernandez Huere-
ca was known to be a member of a hu-
man trafficking organization, and that a
Border Patrol agent had fired on mem-
bers of the trafficking group when they
began pelting him with stones while he
was in the process of apprehending un-
documented foreign nationals.

Ruben Garcia, director of Annun-
ciation House, said: “The fruit of [U.S.]

enforcement-only [immigration] policies is
violence, the kind of violence that was seen
on June 7th with the shooting death of a
teenager on the banks of the Rio Grande,
and on May 25th with the death of a
35-year-old man in San Ysidro (Calif.), and
in July of 2009 with the shooting death of a
Border Patrol agent in Campo, California.”

Bishop Ochoa said the Mass was of-
fered as a petition to resolve current im-
migration problems without recourse to
drawing and firing weapons.

The Archdiocese of Mexico City re-
cently issued a statement condemning
the shooting of Hernandez Huereca.

Violence on the Mexican side of the
border has escalated in the past four
years, with 25,000 murders of Mexicans
attributed to the battles between Mexi-
can drug cartels spurred by President Fe-
lipe Calderon’s vow to fight the cartels.

The El Paso and Ciudad Juarez com-
munities are divided only by the narrow
Rio Grande and the population of both
cities are linked by commercial, cultural
and family ties. Each day thousands of
people move across four bridges that
link the two cities.

El Pasoans have been praying for an
end to the violence with prayer vigils
sponsored by individual parishes and
rosaries held by Catholic youth groups
at border settings.
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WORSHIPPERS PRAY OUTSIDE A CHURCH ON MOUNT SINAI
church on the summit of Mount Sinai during sunrise in the Sinai Peninsula July 23. According
to the Bible this is where Moses received the Ten Commandments from God.
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— Worshippers pray outside a

Mother Teresa’s centenary to
be marked by various events

CALCUTTA, India (CNS) — An inter-
national film festival and a photo exhibi-
tion are among various events planned
to mark Blessed Mother Teresa’s birth
centenary in August.

The Asian church news agency UCA
News reported the West Bengal state
government and civic groups have
joined the church to celebrate the late
nun’s 100th birthday with a program
that includes prayer meetings, an art
show and a drawing competition.

The program will start Aug. 26, her
birth anniversary, and conclude with
nine days of prayer commencing Sept.
5, her death anniversary.

The three-day Mother Teresa Inter-
national Film Festival will be launched
Aug. 26 at the state film center, Nandan.
Films on the nun from 18 countries will be
screened, said festival director Sunil Lucas.

UNESCO is co-hosting the festival,
which is organized by the Calcutta Arch-
diocese and Signis, the World Catholic As-
sociation for Communication, Lucas said.

Two painters, Ritu Singh and Sunita
Kumar, also plan to exhibit their special
series on Mother Teresa as well as rare
photographs of the nun.

The Missionaries of Charity, the con-
gregation founded by Mother Teresa,
will celebrate the centenary with year-
long prayers and charity programs, said
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Sister Lynn Mascarenhas, a member of
the order.

The congregation’s houses across the
world are preparing the poor, children,
the sick and elderly for the centenary
with prayers and film shows, she said.

Indian President Pratibha Devisingh
Patil will officially introduce a Mother
Teresa commemorative coin during a
celebration of the centenary in New
Delhi Aug. 28, said Father Babu Joseph,
spokesman for the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India.

A government official gave no details
about the design of the coin, which was
approved by Sister Mary Prema, head of
the Missionaries of Charity.

Father Joseph said the coin “shows
the kind of recognition and affection
Indians have for Mother Teresa, who be-
came an icon of charity in the country.”

Relics of Blessed Mother Teresa —
her crucifix, rosary and sandals and a
reliquary containing her blood — are
currently touring the United States and
Canada as part of worldwide events an-
ticipating the 100th anniversary of her
birth. Among the cities that have had or
will have the relics on display are Toron-
to; New York City; Bridgeport, Conn.;
Boston; Baltimore; Peoria, Ill.; Gary,
Ind.; Chicago; St. Paul, Minn. Not all the
stops have been announced.
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Revised norms
send clear
signal on sex
abuse

By John Thavis
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A leading
Vatican official said Pope Benedict XVI’s
approval of revised norms on clerical
sex abuse sent a clear signal that the
church is serious about protecting chil-
dren and punishing abusive priests.

At the same time, the official said,
the Vatican norms alone cannot resolve
the problem of sexual abuse, which will
require a continued and coordinated ef-
fort at every level of the church.

Msgr. Charles Scicluna, the promot-
er of justice at the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, made the com-
ments July 15 at a briefing for reporters
on the revised norms, which simplified
and streamlined many of the church’s
procedures in dealing with priests ac-
cused of sexual abuse of minors.

“I think it gives a signal that we are
very, very serious about our commit-
ment to promote safe environments
and to offer an adequate response to
abuse,” he said.

Msgr. Scicluna was asked why the
revised norms, like the previous edi-
tion, impose “pontifical secret” on the
church’s judicial handling of priestly
sex abuse.

He said a better term was “confiden-
tiality,” and that it was designed above
all to protect the dignity of everyone
involved, including the victim, the ac-
cused, their families and their commu-
nities.

He also noted that in some cases —
for example, a priest’s dismissal from the
priesthood — bishops are authorized to
divulge the decision and the reasons be-
hind it if this is seen as necessary for the
common good of the church.

“So the value of confidentiality is
important, but it is not absolute,” he
noted.

Likewise, Msgr. Scicluna said, the
church’s insistence on confidentiality
has limits in the relationship with civil
authorities. Bishops are required to
comply with civil law that requires re-
porting of abuse accusations, he said.
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Zambian bishops: Draft won’t
‘stand the test of time’

LUSAKA, Zambia (CNS) — Zambia’s
bishops have rejected a draft constitu-
tion, saying there is no way the document
produced by the National Constitution
Commission “will have the legitimacy
required for such an important document
to stand the test of time.” The bishops said
the commission had violated “most of the
people’s desires as accurately captured in”
an earlier draft. “In its present manner,
the draft constitution is not acceptable as
a basis for coming up with a constitution
that is people-driven.” The bishops said in
July 21 statement: “We hoped against hope
that the NCC would come up with a pro-
gressive document. We have said time and
again that content for the constitution has
never been a real problem. The people of
Zambia are very clear and consistent with
what they want, but they have always been
let down by those in power who are sup-
posed to be the midwives of a good con-
stitution.” Since its independence in 1964,
Zambia has made several attempts to
enact a people-driven national constitution
through the appointments of constitutional
review commissions. Observers, including
church officials, say these attempts have
been thwarted by strong politicians whose
interest is to entrench their hold on power.
The politicians have usually sponsored
candidates to the review commission, and
those candidates eventually end up sway-
ing the people’s recommendations and
wishes. As a result, each new government
comes up with its own commission, which
ends in failure after it has spent billions of
dollars on the process.

Vatican euro coins are put into
public circulation

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — For the first time
since it adopted the euro currency in 2002,
the Vatican has begun to put some of its
coins into public circulation. However, the
likelihood that Rome visitors will find coins
depicting Pope Benedict XVI is still slim
since storekeepers only within the walls
of Vatican City are distributing them. Two
million 50-cent coins minted in 2010 were
earmarked for public circulation after
representatives of the Vatican and the
European Union signed an agreement in
Brussels in December. The accord allowed
the Vatican to more than double the mon-
etary value of the coins it issues, but also
required the Vatican to put a large chunk
of its coins into circulation. For years, the
vast majority of Vatican euro coins were
sold as sets to collectors for 30 euros ($38)
each. Only the 50-cent coin will be put into
public circulation, said media reports.
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Employment

Director - The Archdiocese of Kansas City in
Kansas is seeking a faith-filled leader to guide its
hospitality ministry as the director of Savior Pastoral
Center, a multiuse facility with a conference center,
overnight accommodations, dining/catering services,
chapel, gymnasium and pool. The ideal candidate will
have demonstrated management experience work-
ing with a multifaceted budget, diversely skilled staff
and a variety of internal and external clients. Events
range from small group meetings to multi-day con-
ferences. Requires strong human relation skills and
sound husiness sense. A bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness, hospitality management or a related field is
required; prior work in hotel or conference center
management strongly preferred. Candidates must
be a registered and active member of his/her parish
and have a general understanding of how the church
forms individuals in the faith and for ministry. A
complete job description, application and benefits in-
formation can be accessed via the Web site at: www.
archkck.org (click on the human resources tab). Mail
cover letter, resume, and application by Aug. 13 to:
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, Office of Hu-
man Resources, Savior Search, 12615 Parallel Pkwy.,
Kansas City, KS 66109, or send, via e-mail, to: ktho-
mas@archkck.org.

Experienced tile setter needed - For growing
company. Must have transportation and tools. Two
references required. Contact Pat at Pat’s Versa-Tile
(913) 205-8697.

Dodge City Cathedral Parish - Is accepting ap-
plications for a full-time youth minister for a large,
multicultural parish. Applicant must be in full com-
munion with the church and be able to work flexible
hours. Fluency in Spanish is preferred. Salary nego-
tiable depending upon experience and training. Sub-
mit resume to: Mrs. Maria Musick, Search Committee,
P.0. Box 1912, Dodge City, KS 67801. You can also visit
the Web site at: www.dodgecitycathedral.com.

Music director - For St. John Lalande Church,
Blue Springs, Mo. Essential responsibilities include:
establish music liturgy for weekend, holy day, spe-
cial liturgy, and funeral and wedding Masses; direct
and accompany on piano/organ cantors and choirs
(vocal, bell, etc.) during Masses; coordinate musi-
cian rehearsals; cultivate music ministry within the
parish. Requirements: strong organ and piano skills;
excellent leadership, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills; strong knowledge of Catholic liturgy and
liturgical music. Preference given to candidates with
experience leading volunteer musicians. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Submit cover letter, re-
sume, and references, via e-mail, to: mverstraete@
stjohnlalande.com.

Music director - St. Peter Parish, Kansas City,
Mo., is seeking a director of music ministry. This pas-
toral musician will continue to develop our vibrant
music tradition and foster the assembly’s full and
active participation in the liturgy. A thorough knowl-
edge and understanding of Catholic liturgy is essen-
tial. Responsibilities include planning, preparing, and
leading the music for three weekend Masses and spe-
cial liturgical celebrations. Responsible for recruiting,
training and scheduling cantors, choir members and
musicians. Applicant must be able to work effectively
with volunteers and have strong pastoral, organiza-
tional, and interpersonal skills. For information or to
submit a resume, contact Mike Thomas, director of
liturgy, at: mthomas@stpeterskc.org; at 815 E. Meyer
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64131; or at (816) 363-2320.

Financial representative - Due to the success
and growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are add-
ing financial representatives in the Kansas City and
Emporia areas. This position is ideal for a determined,
high-energy, high-expectation, professional, self-
disciplined, independent individual desiring to serve
others, yet earn a better-than-average income. We
provide top-rated financial products to our members
and their families and will provide excellent benefits
and training. For information or an interview, contact
John A. Mahon, 307 Dakota, Holton KS 66436; or call
(785) 364-5450.

Part-time position - Beginning Aug. 24. Mon.
- Fri. from approximately 3 - 7 p.m., assisting two
female mentally retarded and developmentally dis-
abled clients in their Overland Park home. Great for
a college student or someone seeking to supplement
their income! Female applicants only. Call Amy at
(913) 221-9158.

Part time - Historical event site is seeking a per-
son to help with laundry and linen setup on Mondays
and as needed. Call (816) 531-3111.

Executive director of the diocesan education
fund - The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is cur-
rently accepting applications for a new position of
executive director of the diocesan Catholic school
education fund. This position will be responsible
for formulating strategy and objectives; developing
sound plans for fundraising activities; overseeing the
implementation of a development plan; and evaluat-
ing performance toward goals. The executive direc-
tor will build a new program utilizing major gifts,
annual fund development, grant making, special
events, capital funding initiatives and endowments.
Qualifications for this position include a bachelor’s
degree in development/fundraising, nonprofit ad-
ministration, business, marketing/public relations,
or related fields or equivalent experience. Minimum
five or more years experience in fund development.
For a complete job description, visit our Web site at:
www.diocese-kcsj.org. Submit resume, via e-mail, to:
moss@diocesekcsj.org.

Child care providers - St. Ann Young Child Cen-
ter, Prairie Village, is interviewing for child care pro-
viders during school hours and from 3 - 6 p.m. for its
after- school program. Starting pay is $10 per hour,
with benefits. Call Tati at (913) 541-0687.

Director of institutional advancement - For
Thomas More Prep-Marian High School and Holy
Family Elementary. Both schools are located in Hays,
Kan., are affiliated with the Salina diocese, and have
a large alumni base across the United States. Respon-
sibilities include: managing the annual, capital and
endowment campaigns; special projects; planned giv-
ing; special events; and assisting in the establishment
of active alumni chapters and development events.
Candidates should have development or sales expe-
rience; excellent interpersonal and communication
skills; and demonstrated leadership. Experience in
development at the high school, university, nonprofit,
or corporate level is preferred. Salary contingent on
experience; benefit package offered. Applicants may
submit a letter of interest, resume, and references
to: Director of Institutional Advancement Search
Committee, TMP-Marian High School/Holy Family
Elementary, P.0. Box 1754, Hays, KS 67601. Letter of
intent applications may be faxed to (785) 628-2022.

Preschool teacher- St. Patrick Early Education
Center, Kansas City, Kan., is accepting applications
for a part-time preschool teacher, beginning Aug. 18.
Mon - Fri; 7:30 - 11:30 a.m. Experience and education
in early childhood or related field are preferred. Send
aresume, via e-mail, to: stpatrickeec@archkckes.org.

Part-time bhowling machine mechanic - St.
John’s Catholic Club, Kansas City, Kan., is looking for
someone to maintain a six-lane house in the church’s
men’s club. All late model 19605 Brunswick equipment.
(all Kenny at (913) 788-9758.

Services

Clean House - House Cleaning - Call either
Kathy at (913) 649-1276 or Jane at (913) 341-5019. We
will e-mail or direct mail our flyer to you. Reasonable
rates, references and quality work.

Web site design
Businesses and individuals
Parom Web Design LLC
www.paromwebdesign.com
(913) 645-8454

Computer repair/virus and spyware remov-
al/PC upgrades - Microsoft certified; 10 yrs. expe-
rience. Member of Sacred Heart Parish. Call Matt at
(816) 876-6619 or send an e-mail to: mattcomputer-
fix@gmail.com.

Need a ride? Where to? | am available to take
you to your doctor’s appointment, hairdresser or
shopping. Maybe you aren’t driving anymore or just
prefer a chauffeur; I'll get you there. | can also run
errands for you or do the grocery shopping. Just give
me a call to discuss your needs. Johnson County only.
Call (913) 469-6211 or (816) 806-0564.

Tutoring - For K - 12 in various subjects available
for fall '10. For information, call (913) 206-2151 or
send an e-mail to: KImamuric@yahoo.com.

Counseling - Topeka
Marriage and family, child, teen, personal
Shunga Creek Mental Health
(all Ken Zweig, LSCSW at (785) 969-5308.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life con-
cerns - Kansas City area. Call Mary Vorsten, Licensed
Clinical Professional Counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

Counseling the professional - Burned out? Ex-
hausted? Want to go where it's safe and away from
your clients? Time to nurture yourself! Call Jane M.
Vogel, MA, LCPC, RAODAC, BSRB, AAPS Ks., LPC Mo.,
at (913) 248-4412.

Counseling - Confidential and affordable indi-
vidual, marriage and family counseling and outpatient
substance abuse treatment. Call JB Strong, MA, LCPC,
AAPS (913) 722-1118 or visit: www.outpatientalcohold-
rugtreatment.com.

Increase your income - Interest rates are low,
but a gift annuity with the Catholic Foundation of
Northeast Kansas often pays effective rates of over
10 percent for the rest of your life. Your gift benefits
your parish or another Catholic organization of your
choice in the archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.
You may even get a tax deduction. For information,
call (913) 647-0365.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth
and beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or prob-
lem trees. Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured,
professional. Brad Grabs, Green Solutions of KC, (913)
244-5838. www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Lawn Mowing
Senior and referral discounts.
Insured and bonded.
Local parishioner. Free estimates.
(all (913) 620-6063.

Bankruptcy - When debt becomes overwhelm-
ing, seek professional help. Experienced, compas-
sionate Catholic attorney Teresa Kidd. For a confiden-
tial, no obligation consultation, call (913) 422-0610;
or send an e-mail to: tkidd@kc.rr.com.

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor.
Also, quilts made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Caregiver - Available to take care of your loved
one while you take a break. Experienced with the el-

derly, especially dementia care. Available evenings
and weekends. Call Lynne at (913) 669-0363.

Caregiver - Everyone deserves the BesCare for
their loved ones at an affordable price. We provide
hourly, daily, weekly, or around-the-clock care in-
cluding weekends and holidays. You can count on
BesCare. Call (913) 638-5385.

Do you or your parents need help at home? -
For as little as $60 per week, Benefits of Home-Se-
nior Care can provide assistance with personal care,
shopping and many other daily needs. For details, visit
our Web site at: benefitsofhome.com or call (913) 422-
1591

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daugh-
ters & Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with
Laurie, Sara or Gary.

Home Improvement

Get organized! Let me help you tackle the attic,
basement, garage or any other area or your home or
business that needs work! Items sorted and boxed, ar-
eas clean when finished. Great references & insured.
20 years experience! For pictures, visit my Web site at:
WWW.SWALMS.COM. Tillar Swalm (913) 375-9115.

Interior and exterior painting and wallpaper
removal - 30-plus years experience. Quality work; ex-
cellent references; reasonable rates. Senior discount.
Member of St. Ann Parish, Prairie Village. Call Joe at
(913) 620-5776.

Masonry work - Quality, new or repair work.
Brick, block, and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured;
second generation bricklayer. Call (913) 829-4336.

Tile and painting - Complete tile and paint
repairs and renovation. Ceramic, porcelain, certi-
fied limestone tile master. Complete interior paint
services and drywall texture finishes. Over 20 years
experience. Fully licensed. Service 7 days a week.
Contact Mike at (913) 488-4930. Member of Church
of the Ascension Parish, Overland Park.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates.
JoCo and southern KC metro area. Call Pat at (913) 963-
9896.

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Base-
ment finish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exte-
rior repairs: painting, roofing, siding, wood replace-
ment and window glazing. Call for free estimates. Cell:
(913) 579-1835; phone: (913) 491-5837; e-mail: smokey-
cabin@hotmail.com. Member of Holy Trinity Church,
Lenexa.

Father-and-son team - These guys can do it all -
exterior painting, decks, fences, retaining walls, metal
buildings, patios, porches, and driveways, We can do your
job for a reasonable price! Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within
5 days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competi-
tive prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at
(913) 962-5058. Members of St. Joseph Parish, Shaw-
nee.

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to
your drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and
wall damage — from water stains and stress cracks
to texture repairs and skim coating. We provide pro-
fessional, timely repairs and leave the job site clean!
Lead-certified and insured! Serving the metro since
1997. Call (913) 768-6655.

Painting, exterior and interior, drywall proj-
ects, powerwashing, rotted window sills repaired
- Quality products. 20 years experience. References.
(all (913) 341-7584.

Carpet direct - We cut out the middle man and
bring the showroom to you! The best place to see
your flooring is in your own home or office. Save 40
- 80% on carpet and hard surfaces. Residential and
commercial. For a free estimate, call Amanda at (913)
742-4003.

Tim the Handyman - Insured; free estimates. Car-
pentry: new and repair deck, doors, windows, siding,
screens. Plumbing: faucet, garbage disposals, toilets.
Electrical: switches, outlets, ceiling fans, light fixtures.
Light landscape: fill dirt, trimming, planting, garden
tilling and mulching. Serving Johnson County. Call Tim
at (913) 859-0471.

Woodbright - A very affordable alternative to
refinishing, refacing or replacing stained cabinets and
woodwork. The average kitchen only costs $500. 18
years experience. Call Woodbright at (913) 940-3020.

ELSOLY LA TIERRA
*Commercial & residential
* Lawn renovation
*Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling
* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design
* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!
(all Lupe at (816) 2523376

For Rent

Lawrence home for rent - 3 BR, 2 BA, ranch-
style home with a two-car garage, fenced backyard,
furnished kitchen and laundry facilities. No smokers
and no pets! 1603 Irving Court. $1000/month plus
utilities. Call (913) 829-5393.

Living at its best on a budget! - 1 BR apt., with
rent based on income; all utilities paid; no voucher
needed. Section 8 assistance. Great location, only
5-10 minutes from The Legends in Kansas City, Kan.
Edwardsville Court Apartments Highrise, 531 S. 4th
St., Edwardsville. Call (913) 441-6007. EHO. Handicap
accessible.
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Lake of the Ozarks - Time share rental at Tree
Top Village, adjacent to The Lodge of the Four Sea-
sons. One week, beginning Sept. 10; a great time to
be at the lake. Fully furnished, 3 BR, 2-1/2 BA, sleeps
8. Great golfing; boat slip available; many amenities

available through the lodge. No smoking; no pets.
$500 for the week. Call Jack Ferris at (913) 226-4476.

Family fun in South Dakota - Summer special
on day guide rate! Three people for the price of two
from July 1- Sept. 30. Enjoy a family or group fishing
vacation in Pierre, S.D., with former KC Royals pitch-
er, Tom Bruno. Tom's guide service, Major League Ad-
ventures, will provide your party with a world-class
fishing experience and memories to last a lifetime.
For information, call (970) 214-2891 or visit the Web
site at: www.major leagueadventures.com.

(Classified ads continue on page 13)

(continued from page 12)

Vacation condo for rent - Marco Island, Fla. 2 BR,
2 BA; perfect weather. View pictures at: www.marco
condoforrent.com or call (913) 544-1288.

Real Estate

Maintenance provided townhomes!
New construction and resale properties.
Peaceful, laid-back living in Basehor.
$135,400 - $169,800. Low HOA dues.
Call Scott at ERA Manning at (913) 269-

4269.
Take a virtual tour at:
www.postlets.com/res/3957640.

Historic home in Ottawa built by Washburn
- 3 BR, two-story home. $149,950 See at: www.betty
birzer.com. Reece & Nichols Town & Country Realty
Inc. (785) 418-5701 or (785) 229-8890 for appoint-
ment.

Tomahawk Creek Condominiums at Town
Center Square, Leawood - Luxury living at a bargain
price! 1 BR, 1 BA; cheaper than rent, plus all the ameni-
ties of condo living. $100,000; 3-1/2% down. Call Rose-
mary at Real Living, (913) 661-9744.

Super ranch home - 316 W. 116th St., KCMO.
Wonderful Verona Hills subdivision. Everything on
one level. 3 BR, 2 BA, formal living and dining rooms,
eat-in kitchen with new granite countertops, slate tile
hacksplash, cooktop, sink and faucet. Family room with
beautiful wood floors. New carpet. Full, dry basement.
Nice-sized lot. Call Cathy Schmidt, KW Realty, at (913)
322-5101 or send an e-mail to: cathyschmidt@kw.com.

Spacious Roeland Park home - 4309 Mohawk.
5 BR, 3-1/2 BA, two-car garage, hardwood floors,
park-like landscaped yard. Many updates, including
new roof. 2,850 square feet plus basement. Near
Bishop Miege and St. Agnes Parish. (913) 236-9426.
$249,000.

Commercial building for sale or lease - 8500
sq. ft. office and warehouse. West Shawnee location
with great highway access. Large fenced-in storage
lot. Ideal for contractor, repair facility or manufac-
turer. For information, call (816) 536-3059.
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El Centro’s Academy for Children - A dual-
language (English/Spanish), all day, early education
program for children 2 % - 5 years. Your child will de-
velop social, emotional, language and motor skills in
a safe, nurturing environment. Nationally accredited
and licensed facility. Centrally located between 18th
St. Expressway and 1-635 in Kansas City, Kan. For in-

formation, call (913) 677-1115 or visit the Web site at:
www.el centroinc.com.

After-school care needed - 2 -3 days/week;
from approximately 3 - 5 p.m. One child to be picked
up at St. Paul, and one from Forestview; both in west
Olathe. Perfect for a college student. Please provide
three references. Send an e-mail to: hackal427@
gmail.com.

Child care available - Holy Trinity mom can add
one child, 12 months or older, for child care in my
Lenexa home. 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Call Tracie at (913)
909-7927.

Kim’s Coterie Licensed Home Preschool &
Daycare - Located in Shawnee. Part-time and full-
time openings for this fall. Two-year-olds and older.
Call Kim Bailey at (913) 624-4880 or send an e-mail
to: itscm4me@yahoo.com.

Misc.

Unique French and African products - An-
tiques, crucifixes, soap, and art. Marché Francais
offers products from southwestern France and from
refugees in Morocco. The sale of batik wall hangings
from the Ivory Coast, handcrafted in beautiful rich
colors, supports a single mother who sells her art to
provide for her family. Items are located in Overland
Park. Shop online at: www.marchefrancaisonline.
com.

Donate a vehicle. Make a difference. Donate
your vehicle to Catholic Charities to support those in
need. Your tax-deductible donation of a vehicle helps
children and families served by Catholic Charities and
isan environmentally responsible way to recycle your
vehicle. Cars for KC Kids is a partnership between
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas and Catholic
Charities of Kansas City - St. Joseph. Call 1 (866) 430-
9499 or visit the Web site at: www.cars4kckids.
com.

For sale

For Sale: One space, without marker, in the Hope
Lawn Crypt at Resurrection Cemetery, Lenexa. Lot
20; section D; space 3. Originally purchased in 1990.
Marker price going up in Aug. per Catholic Cemeter-
ies. $3000. Call Peggy Langenbach at (816) 645-2890.
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Grand piano - Young Chang with automatic
player. PG-208 Pramberger signature series. Ebony
polish. $12,000. Call (913) 384-3767.

Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch
lifts, ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new
equipment. Member of St. Michael the Archangel Par-
ish, Leawood. Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 393-2042.

Wantedtobuy

***WANTED***
I buy coins, older watches,
silverware, slot machines,
old rifles and shotguns,
stoneware crocks and jugs,
old furniture from basement or attic.
(all Chris at (913) 593-7507 or (913) 642-8269

Will buy firearms and related accessories -
One or a whole collection. Honest evaluation and top
prices paid. Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of
Sacred Heart Parish, Shawnee.

Antique/Vintage Costume Jewelry
***Wanted to Buy*** *
Member St. Joseph Parish
Renee Maderak (913) 6317179

DJ Irishman - Colm Delahunt is available for par-
ties, weddings, graduations, and any other function.

Playing all your favorite hits from the Village People
to U2. Call (913) 548-6765 or visit the Web site at:

www.djirishman.com.

tickets, call (816) 444-7008.

Ausg.

will be available.

breast cancer research.

July

7/30'8/1 Theatre at

Vis, a ministry of Visitation Parish, 5134
Baltimore, Kansas City, Mo., will present
“Annie” on July 30 and 31 at 7 p.m. and
on Aug.1at1p.m. The performers are 50
children from parishes on both sides of
the state line. The cost is $8 for adults;
$6 for children 12 and under. For advance

1 St. Casimir Church, 917 Pennsyl-
vania, Leavenworth, will host its annual
roast beef dinner on Aug. 1 from noon
until 3:30 p.m. The cost is $8 for adults;
$4 for children 12 and under. Carryouts

3 Queen of Holy Rosary-Wea,
22779 Metcalf, Bucyrus, will host a pan-
cake breakfast, catered by Chris Cakes,
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. on Aug. 3 in the
school cafeteria. A $6 per person dona-
tion is appreciated. Proceeds will benefit

“All My Money,” a seven-week pro-
gram that teaches women basic mon-
ey literacy, will be offered from 5:30
- 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, beginning Aug.
3, at the Keeler Women’s Center, 2220
Central Ave., Kansas City, Kan. Space is
limited. Women who attend all sessions
will receive $100 for a savings account.
For information or to register, call (913)
906-8990 or visit the Web site at: www.

mountosh.org/kwc.

6 The CYO of St. Patrick Parish,

Kansas City, Kan., will host its annual golf
tournament on Aug. 6 at Painted Hills

Golf Course, Kansas City, Kan. The cost is
$75 per person or $300 per foursome for
registrations received by July 28. After
the deadline, the cost is $80 per person.
For information, contact Bryan Barn-
hardt at (913) 238-2143.

“The Mystery in Mary Reveals the
Mystery in Us,” a one-day retreat pre-
sented by Ann O’Donnell of the Kolbe
Missionaries, will be offered from 10 a.m.
- 3 p.m. on Aug. 7 in the parish hall at
Redemptorist Church, 3333 Broadway,
Kansas City, Mo. Brown bag lunches will
be available for $5. A freewill offering
will be collected to cover retreat costs.
For information, contact Christine Rossi
at (913) 268-0209 or send an e-mail to:
Queenofpeace27@yahoo.com.

St. James Parish, Wetmore, will host
a hog roast from 5 - 8 p.m. on Aug. 7. A
freewill donation will be collected. There
will be raffle items, a beer garden, live
music and an auction at 8 p.m. Proceeds
will benefit the church building fund.

Married and loving it, most of the
time! Join Worldwide Marriage En-
counter and Mater Dei Parish for this
great half-day enrichment program de-
signed to refresh your relationship from
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Aug. 7 at the parish
school, 934 S.W. Clay, Topeka. The cost
is $25 per couple and includes lunch and
all materials. Child care is available for
an additional fee of $5 per child. Regis-
tration fee can be mailed to the parish
office. For information, call Kevin and
Karen Mead at (785) 266-7573 or Ralph
and Jan Lewis at (913) 400-7173.

8 St. Gregory Church, 1310 Caro-
lina, Marysville, will host a parish ba-
zaar on Aug. 8. A pan-fried chicken and
ham dinner will be served from 4:30
- 7 p.m. The cost is $7 for adults; $4 for
children. There will also be a cakewalk,
bingo, a moonwalk, a live auction, and
concessions available in the church park-
ing lot.

11 The Daughters of Isabella, Our
Lady of Fatima Circle, will host an area-

wide picnic for members and guests at
6 p.m. on Aug. 11 in Davern Hall at Christ
the King Parish, 3024 N. 53rd, Kansas
City, Kan. Bring a covered dish to share,
plus $1 per person for the meat. To RSVP,
call Mary at (913) 236-7381.

14 Singles of Nativity will host a
“Dog Days of Summer” dance from7-11
p.m. on Aug. 14 in the parish hall at the
Church of the Nativity, 119th and Mission
Rd., Leawood. The cost is $10 for mem-
bers; $15 for guests. Wear tropical attire.
For information, send an e-mail to: www.
SON-Ministry.org; visit the Web site at:
www.singleskc.org; or call Kathy at (913)
645-2046.

St. Stanislaus, Rossville, will host its
annual picnic on Aug. 14. A chicken din-
ner will be served from 4 - 7 p.m. There
will be hingo from 3 - 5 p.m. and a silent
auction.

15 The Leavenworth Region of the
Accw will host its quarterly meeting
and luncheon at 12:30 p.m. on Aug. 15 in
the Leintz Community Room, 4701 10th
Ave., Leavenworth. Bring a covered dish
to share, ditty bag items, used cards and
stamps, and pennies for seminarians. For
information, call Judy at (913) 727-4528
or send an e-mail to her at: brosej2002@
yahoo.com.

19 A healing Mass, sponsored by
archdiocesan charismatic prayer groups,
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Aug. 19 at
Curé of Ars Church, 9401 Mission Rd.,
Leawood. Father Mark Mertes will pre-
side; fellowship follows.

21 A memorial liturgy for de-
ceased loved ones will be held at 8 a.m.
on Aug. 21 at Curé of Ars Church, 9401
Mission Rd., Leawood. The bereavement
ministry will have its monthly meet-
ing following Mass in the Father Burak
Room. The topic will be: “Forgiveness
After Loss.” For information, call (913)
649-2026.

St. John the Baptist, the Croatian
parish on Strawberry Hill, 708 N. 4th St.,
Kansas City, Kan., will host its annual
festival on Aug. 21 after the 4 p.m. Mass
on the church grounds. There will be an
outdoor dance, featuring Don Lipovac,
from 9 - 11 p.m. on the museum grounds
located next door. Lots of food and drink,
with traditional sarma dinners, smoked
sausage, hamburgers, hot dogs and
desserts. There will be raffles featuring
homemade poviticas and apple strudels,
salamis, baskets of goodies and surprise
packages.

20'22 Divorced? Widowed?

Beginning Experience Weekend gently
helps people move through their loss to
a new beginning in their lives. The next
weekend for the Kansas City area will
be Aug. 20-22. For information or for
registration material, send an e-mail to:
BEWeekendKC@hotmail.com; call John
at (913) 219-3465 in Kansas City; Sue
at (785) 331-2216 in Lawrence; Michelle
(785) 478-3481 in Topeka; or visit the
Web site at: www.beginningexperience.
org.

29 The Ladies of Charity of Met-
ropolitan Kansas City invite women
of all ages to an afternoon tea party
and children’s fashion show from 2 - 4
p.m. on Aug. 29 in the parish hall at the
Church of the Nativity, 3800 W. 119th St.,
Leawood. Proceeds will benefit not-for-
profit groups for the underprivileged and
uninsured, including the Duchesne Clinic,
Seton Center and Villa St. Francis. The

cost is $20 for adults; $10 for children.
Space is limited. For reservations, send
a check payable to Ladies of Charity, by
Aug. 22, to Linda George, 14020 Nicklaus
Dr., Overland Park, KS 66223. For infor-
mation, call (913) 402-9013.

celebrate its 150th anniversary on Aug.

St. Augustine Parish, Fidelity, will

29 with a 9 a.m. Mass. There will be a
dinner at noon. A freewill offering will
be taken up. For information or to RSVP
for the dinner, contact Lois Bindel by July
14 at (785) 467-3817.
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Catholic Press As
Award Win

1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 19
1999, 2000, 2001, 2002,
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008

Archbishop Edwar
Award Win

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 19
2002, 2003

SCRIPTURE RE

Aug. 1
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN O
Eccl1:2; 2: 21-23; Ps 90: 3
Col 3: 1-5, 9-11; Lk L

Aug. 2

Eusebius of Vercelli,

Peter Julian Eymard,

Jer 28: 1-17; Ps 119: 29, 43, 7
Mt 14:13-21

Aug.3

Tuesday

Jer 30: 1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps
Mt 14: 22-36

Aug. 4
John Mary Vianney,
Jer 31: 1-7; (Ps) Jer 31: 10-1

Aug. 5
The Dedication of the

St. Mary Major in

Jer 31: 31-34; Ps 51: 12-15, 18-

Aug. 6
THE TRANSFIGURATION
DN 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:
2Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9: 2

Aug.7
Sixtus Il, pope, martyr, and
martyrs; Cajetan,

Hb 1:12 — 2:4; Ps 9: 8-13;

Aug. 8

Aug. 9

Teresa Benedicta of t
(Edith Stein), virgin,

Ez 1: 2-5, 24-28¢; Ps 148
Mt 17: 22-27

Aug. 10
LAWRENCE, DEACON,
2 Cor 9: 6-10; Ps 112: 1-2, 5-

Aug. 11
Clare, virgin
Ez 9:1-7;10: 18-22; Ps 113: 1-

Aug. 12
Jane Frances de Chanta
Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78: 56-59, 61-62

Aug. 13

Pontian, pope, martyr, an
priest, martyi

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63; (PS) IS 12:
Mt 19: 3-12

Aug. 14

Maximilian Mary Kolbe, p
Ez18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 5
Mt 19: 13-15

MARK MY WORDS

—

Let a feline help reveal the Divine

fter a burial a couple of weeks

Azgo, I was approached at the cem-
tery by a relative of the person

who had died. This man said he’d like to
talk to me at the funeral dinner. There,
he slipped me a sheet of paper with a
couple of stories that he hoped I could
use in my column here. I couldn’t help
myself: I laughed in his face.

One of those stories was attributed to
the preacher Dwight Nelson, who tells
this “true” tale about the pastor of his
church where he grew up.

Apparently, this pastor had a kitten
that climbed up a tree in his backyard
and was then afraid to come down. Even
though the preacher coaxed and offered
the cat warm milk, it would still not
come down.

The tree wasn’t sturdy enough to
climb, so the pastor decided to tie a rope
to his car and then pull until the tree
bent down, making it easy then to reach
up and get the kitten. Ever so slowly,
always checking his progress in the car,
the pastor pulled that rope and watched
the tree bend. Sadly, as he moved the car
some last few inches, the rope broke.

“Boing” went the tree and the poor
kitty was instantly launched through the
air and sailed out of sight.

The pastor felt horrible! With a heavy
heart, he prayed, “Lord, I commit this
kitten to your keeping.”

A few days later at the grocery store,
he met one of his parishioners and was
amazed to see cans of cat food in her
shopping cart. This woman was an
avowed cat hater and everyone knew it.

Puzzled, he asked, “Why in the world
are you buying cat food when you hate
cats so much?”

Breathlessly, the woman poured out

FATHER

the story of how her little girl had been
begging for a cat, but she kept refusing.
A few days ago, when the girl started up
her begging again, the woman told her,
“Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you
keepit.”

Looking intently into the pastor’s
face, the woman then whispered, “I
watched my child go out in the yard, get
on her knees and ask God for a cat. And
really, Pastor, you won't believe this,
but I saw it with my own eyes. A kitten
suddenly came flying out of the blue sky,
with its paws outstretched, and landed
right in front of her!”

The pastor left the store with an
amused look on his face and learned to
never underestimate the power of God
and his unique sense of humor!
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Naturally, being a diligent journal-
ist (and a confirmed skeptic), I looked
up this story on the urban legends site,
snopes.com. Sure enough, there it
was in several different versions under
“Catapulted Cat.” So, even though the
“truth” factor of this story is doubtful,
it’s still a funny tale and the reason that I
laughed in the face of the man who gave
it to me.

Maybe all of us can learn a lesson
from that little girl and pray with a

WORD TO LIFE

—

confident childlike faith. After all, didn’t
the Gospel last weekend tell us to ask,
seek and knock? St. Luke didn’t say that
we’ll perhaps receive, or we might find,
or maybe the door will be opened. No,
God doesn’t work that way. He gives,
opens, and helps us find every time we
ask. Granted, the response may not be
exactly what we had in mind, but we’re
called to trust that it’s what God knows
is best for us and for those we pray for.
And, yes, sometimes those answered
prayers even give us a glimpse of God’s
sense of humor.

Often we forget the great power to
be found in prayer. While it’s certainly
important to pray for our own needs,
there’s a great connection that happens
when we pray for others and their inten-
tions.

Why not devote the month of
August, when it’s really too hot to do a
whole lot of anything, to becoming a
more diligent prayer partner? Use any
high- or low-tech tool to help you out.
For example, on my iPhone I have two
apps: one is called PrayerList; the other,
Promise2Pray. Since I usually have my
phone with me, it’s easy to add people
by name and intention to my prayer list .
.. right when they’re talking to me. The
low-tech way is simply to carry a small
tablet and pen in pocket or purse and do
the same. Seeing a person’s name and
particular intention written out keeps
me faithful to my commitment to pray
for them.

We need God'’s daily help, we need
each other, and we need prayer. So,
let’s get to it! And don’t be surprised if it
starts raining cats and dogs.

Are you wealthy in things that matter to God?

here’s plenty in the

press these days about
the world’s financial wiz-
ards blithely making more
and more millions of dol-
lars for themselves, with-
out regard to the current

€CONOMIC Crisis.
It’s impossible not to ask the ques-

tion: How much does one person and was highly regarded
need? Maybe these wizards among his peers. His adult
plow their gains back into daughter followed
the economy, though. Nope. ENTH SUNDAY  right along in his
Their modus operandi is to INARYTIME ~ footsteps. Fred

invest the gain . . . to make
yet more millions.

This weekend’s Gospel
cautions against a life concentrated on
storing up riches in order to rest, eat,
drink and be merry. In explaining his
parable of the rich man, Jesus poses
this question, in effect: What happens
when you've saved up all this wealth,
but die with nothing that matters to
God?

His warning is for more than the
mega-rich financial wizards. The drive,
or at least the temptation, to store up
wealth, prestige or simply “disposable
income” bubbles up in all of us in some
form. For those who find some success
at it, it can become difficult to get off
the wealth-building track and back on

12:13-21 was well-liked. He

to a matters-to-God track.

Our friend Fred was a good man.
An Ivy League grad, he was
a talented, creative profes-
sional who rose to the top
levels of his field. He became
a division director of his firm

wasn’t selfish or

greedy, but he was
pursuing a path to success
he’d been on since he entered
college.

He’d served on the board of his
professional organization for many
years. A month before Fred was to as-
sume the presidency of the group, he
e-mailed board members that he must
step down because he couldn’t commit
to the travel required of the position.
Personal matters made it necessary for
him to be close to home.

That December, his friends and
colleagues received a photo Christmas
card from him and his wife in their
new home — with eight young special-

“Think of what

is above, not of
what is on earth.”
-Col 3:2

needs foster children. Everything they
had once stored away for themselves
had been brought out and redeemed
for a new life dedicated to something
that undoubtedly matters to God.

Editor’s note: Father Mike Stubbs is
on sabbatical until January. Until his
return, The Leaven will be running Word
of Life, a Scripture column provided by
Catholic News Service.
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Reduce stress;
respect choices -
plan ahead together.

Benefits of pre-planning
end-of-life burial arrangements

» Peace of mind for your loved ones.

* Your preferences carried out.

+ Family unity retained.

+ Shared decision-making by couples.

» Prices locked in at today's rates.

* Payment program with no interest charged.

For more information,

information@catholiccemeterieskc.org

Emailing saves postage and ensures a quick response!

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
913-371-4040

information@catholiccemeterieske.org
www.catholiccemeterieske.org
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11 would like more information about Catholic Cemeteries.
1 I would like information about pre-planning burial needs.

I understand that | am under no obligation.
Name
Address

City State
Email address

Best time to call

Telephone

Respectful of the confidentiality of the above information, we encourage you to email
your request for information (information@catholiccemeterieskc.org) or clip and return
this coupon in an envelope addressed to:
Catholic Cemeteries
PO.Box 2327

Zipcode |
Kansas City, KS 66110-0327 e




16‘ LOCAL "Ews ‘THE LEAVEN - JULY 30, 2010

Pecipp

Fohxions

!tiaam

oy I £as

health

happiness

he)
C:jﬁ)m on
Sick

déad

Instructor Kathryn Pickens, from the University of Tulsa, discusses petitions Second-grader
and intercessions with her class of fifth- and sixth-graders.

Nathan Deters
shows off his picture of Jesus
preaching to a crowd.

Participants take part in a group prayer in the cafeteria of the grade
school at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Seneca.

Leaven photos by Steve Johnson
Totus Tuus instructor Jonathan Dizon, from Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, works with second-grader Sarah Hemman during the camp.

Faith takes no summer vacation

By Bob Hart
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Call it “Catholic
Summer Bible School.” Or better yet, call it by
its alliterative sobriquet: Totus Tuus.

A Latin term meaning “totally yours,” To-
tus Tuus was adopted by Pope John Paul II as
his papal motto, as a means of expressing his
strong Marian devotion. It’s also the name of
a summer program for children that was first
offered eight years ago in the archdiocese and
is run by Father Jerry Volz.

“It’s a catechetical outreach to youth,” ex-
plained Father Volz. “This summer, we’ll travel
to 18 different parishes for one week each, and
we’ll involve somewhere between 800 and 900
kids.”

Each team that goes out to a parish is
comprised of three college students and
a seminarian, all of whom receive a small
stipend for their work, but are essentially
volunteering their time and talents. There
are two different programs, distinguished
by grade level — one for children in first
through sixth grades; another for kids in
seventh through twelfth.

Although there’s plenty of time for fun,
including songs and skits, there’s also an em-
phasis on learning. This summer’s emphasis is

on the luminous mysteries of the rosary, said
Father Volz.

Father Andrew Strobl, who’s in charge of
recruiting team members, comes by the posi-
tion honestly. In an article in The Leaven, he
recalled his team member participation from a
few years back and said “teaching Totus Tuus”
was “the best job” he’d ever had.

Parish workers, kids and parents alike, feel
that same sort of enthusiasm from team mem-
bers.

“This was my first personal experience with
Totus Tuus,” said Barbara Berg, director of reli-
gious education for St. Dominic Parish, Holton.
“I was just extremely impressed with the awe-
some team members and the way they interact-
ed so well with both the kids and the adults.”

One of St. Dominic’s younger parishioners,
7-year-old Olivia McAsey, seemed to agree.

“We did a lot of things in class that we had
fun with,” Olivia said. “We learned how to pray
the rosary. We learned a lot about Jesus and
the saints, and how they helped people.”

Rita Boller, a parishioner of St. Leo, Horton,
sent both her fourth-grader, Kinsey, and her
eighth-grader, McKenna, back to the program
this summer and said she’d highly recommend
it to other parents.

“We’ll be taking part in Totus Tuus as long
as they come to our parish,” Boller said. “It’s a

Pope John Paul Il and Totus Tuus

“Totus Tuus. This phrase is not only an
expression of piety, or simply an expres-
sion of devotion. It is more. During the
Second World War, while I was employed
as a factory worker, | came to be attracted
to Marian devotion. At first, it had seemed
to me that | should distance myself a bit
from the Marian devotion of my childhood,
in order to focus more on Christ. Thanks to
Saint Louis of Montfort, | came to under-
stand that true devotion to the Mother of
God is actually Christocentric; indeed, it is
very profoundly rooted in the Mystery of
the Blessed Trinity, and the mysteries of
the Incarnation and Redemption.”

— Pope John Paul Il in “Crossing the
Threshold of Hope” (Arnoldo Mondadori
Editori, 1994)

way for the kids to get in touch with their faith
in a completely different way. And the team of
leaders — what a great example they set! It’s
an opportunity for the kids to think about how
they might choose to be more active in their
faith as they get a little older, like the team
members are.”




